BOOK REvIEWS despite some excellent chapters. It may be more applicable to practice in the U.K. than in Australia. The "curate's egg" effect could be countered by tighter editing and improved selection of material. There are better single-volume texts on the subject.
J. E. GILLIGAN Principles and Practice of Pharmacology for Anaesthetists. T. N. Calvey and N. E. Williams; Blackwell Scientific Publications, 214 Berkeley St., Carlton, Vic. 3053; $49.50; pp. 311 ; 245 x 160. For many years there has been a notable lack of good pharmacology texts written expressly with the anaesthetist in mind. Some improvement in this situation has occurred over the past two or three years and "Principles and Practice of Pharmacology for Anaesthetists" is the most recent attempt to fill this gap.
The initial chapters, dealing with pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics, are informative, impressive and professional but unfortunately this standard is not maintained throughout. By the time the reader has reached the chapters dealing with specific agents it is hard to escape the impression that this is not the longawaited definitive textbook on anaesthetic pharmacology, but merely a collection of "short notes on pharmacology". This impression is strongly reinforced by the failure of the authors to employ an appropriate referencing system. I would regard this omission as the major fault of the book as it continually undermines the authority of the work.
While it could be argued that the authors have set out to deal only with the "principles" of anaesthetic pharmacology it is disappointing to find that relevant areas such as the molecular structures of local anaesthetic agents and the pharmacokinetics of the beta-adrenergic blocking agents have been completely omitted. Other important drugs such as etidocaine or dobutamine receive scant attention, and there are incorrect generalisations exemplified by the assertion that ganglion blocking agents are "all quaternary ammonium compounds" (p. 201).
The two principal groups likely to be interested in a textbook of anaesthetic pharmacology are trainees sitting for the Primary Fellowship Examination and senior anaesthetists requiring a reference text in this area. I would regard "Principles and Practice of Pharmacology" as suitable for introductory reading, but not final preparation, for the Primary Examination. It is, however, unlikely to be of interest to senior anaesthetists because of lack of detail and inadequate referencing. Anaesthetics. Some chapters suffer in the translation to English. Many diagrams are small and poorly labelled. To me the highlight was the chapter on Protection of the Ischaemic Brain. The presentation by Cohn is precise, accurate and a good summary of an ever-changing subject. Moore's chapter on "what is new in Anaesthesia" contains little that is new but has a wealth of practical detail concerning Regional Block based on the author's wide experience. The chapter on Opioid Receptors reflects current knowledge in a rapidly expanding area. The section on Epidural Narcotics is laudatory of the technique claiming it to be a "significant therapeutic breakthrough". There is no mention in the article of delayed respiratory depression, itching or urinary retention. Each chapter has a list of references which are relevant and up to date. I would not recommend this book for individual purchase, but it may be of value in an anaesthetic library. PHELIM F. REILLY Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. ll, No. 4, November, 1983 
